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APHONIA QF TWENTY MONTHS’ STANDING, RELIEVED BY IODINE 
INHALATION. 


BY EDWARD B. STEVENS, M.D., LEBANON, 0. 


Ix a communication to the American Medical Association, in its volume 
of Transactions for 1850, Prof. Pancoast has given the record of two 
cases of loss of voice—the one of six, the other of seven months’ stand- 
ing—both cured by inhalation of a dilut. chlorine vapor. 

In connection with these cases, Dr. Pancoast remarks :—'The form 
of aphonia here alluded to, is that which practitioners must have met 
with, following an ordinary cold, without leaving any perceptible organic 
lesion in the pulmonary apparatus. The voice is reduced to a faint, 
hoarse whisper, distinguishable only at the disfince of a few feet, and at 
continued attempt to talk, though it gives no pain, becomes quickly at- 
tended with a feeling of fatigue, as though there was some obstruction to 
the passage of air through the larynx. In breathing merely, there is little 
or no difficulty, in these cases, as the individuals are capable of under- 
going considerable exertion without very unusual signs of fatigue. The 
difficulty has appeared to me to be in the paralyzed condition of the 
muscles of the larynx, whose business it is to dilate the rima glottidis, 
during the act of articulation.” 

The conclusion of Dr. Pancoast is, that such agent as will excite a 
healthy and proper degree of stimulation in the affected structure ought 
rationally to restore the power of articulation. He consequently used 
the dilut. chlorine vapor, with entire success in the two cases referred to 
—at the same time suggesting that iodine, or other similar agents, would 
doubtless produce a similar effect. 

The following case of this kind lately occurred in my practice, chiefly 
remarkable from the long duration of absence of voice, being twenty 
months, in other respects similar to those related by Dr. Pancoast. 

April 6, 1853.—Miss applied for medical advice and treat- 


ment, in a case of loss of voice, of twenty months’ standing, supervening 

upon a slight attack of influenza. Has been subject to brief attacks of 

hoarseness, lasting for a few days at a time, for several*years. General 

health delicate. Since the present attack, has been subject to a great 
13 
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variety of treatment, including the application of nit. silv. in strong solu- 
tion, within the larynx, by means of the sponge probang. Nothing, 
however, produced any effect upon the voice. I find, upon careful exa- 
mination, no especial evidence of disease in the fauces ; there is an en- 
tire inability to produce sound of any description with the proper vocal 
organs ; all attempts at speaking are made with the lips—whispering. 
But not being able to divest myself of the idea that a follicular inflam. 
mation of the throat and bronchial tubes was the cause of the mischief 
in some way, I commenced the treatment by directing the inhalation of 
nit. silv. prepared with the lycopodium, as an impalpable powder, and in- 
haled by means of the apparatus introduced by Dr. Ira Warren. This 
treatment was faithfully persevered in for one month, with no better re- 
sults than the previously-tried remedies. 

May 7.— Acting upon the idea suggested by Prof. Pancoast, of pa- 
ralysis of the muscles of the larynx, | now determined to try the iodine 
vapor. | accordingly selected an apparatus, consisting of a metallic vase 
or urn, with a close-fitting cover, flexible tube, and mouth-piece attached 
(used some years since for breathing medicated vapors in the treatment 
of consumption). I directed my patient, after filling the vessel half 
full with hot water, to drop in twenty drops tinct. iodine, and inhale the 
vapor produced by the heated water. Inhalation to be repeated once to 
thrice daily, according to the irritation or effects, otherwise produced. 
The first inhalation produced great nausea for a short time, and copious 
bloody expectoration, but accompanied by an almost immediate, though 
partial, restoration of voice. The dose of iodine was directed to be re- 
duced to fifteen drops; and thereafter no unpleasant effects were pro- 
duced. The voice contiffued to improve steadily under this treatment, 
until, at the end of a week, it had acquired the natural fulness and dis- 
tinctness of tone. 

June 15.—More than a month has elapsed since the restoration of 
voice ; it continues distinct and natural.— Western Lancet. 


ON THE DORMANT VITALITY OF THE TOBACCO SEED. 
BY W. S. STOAKLEY, M.D,, OF NORTHAMPTON CO., VA. 


A GENTLEMAN in my vicinity informed me that in cultivating his land, 
last spring, he had occasion to plough it very deep, and in so doing, he 
came in contact with something beneath the surface, which he found by 
examination to be a brick wall, the ground work or cellar of a building. 
Wondering that he had not discovered this before (the land having been 
cultivated for a number of years by him, and this having lain there un- 
observed up to this time), he came to the conclusion that it might be a 
bank of excellent manure. He resolved to cut it out. He did so. Af- 
ter didping several feet below the surface, he came to this layer or stra- 
tum of manure (a mixture of lime and earth), which he immediately carted 
out into his field. In a short time he observed, where he had placed this 
manure, a beautfful and thrifty plant, which, after it had attained some 
size, he found to be a tobacco plant, the seeds of which must have lain 
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dormant “upwards” of acentury. For it has been longer than that 
since tobacco was raised in this county. 

The farm on which this “ subterraneous ” wall was found, was first. 
purchased and paid for in tobacco, as will be seen from the following 
note from Howe’s “ History of Virginia :’— 

“The labor of the colony, which had been for a long time misdirect- 
ed in the manufacture of ashes, soap, glass and tar, in which they could 
by no means compete with Sweden and Russia, and also in planting 
vines, which require infinite labor and attention, and for which subse- 
quent experiments have indicated the climate to be unfit, was at length 
directed, by the extended use of tobacco in England, almost exclusively 
to the cultivation of that article. This commodity, always finding a 
ready price, and affairs being now so regulated that each one could en- 
joy the fruits of his labor, was cultivated so assiduously as to take the 
attention of the planters too much from raising corn, 80 that it became 
scarce, and supplies had again to be looked for from England, or pur- 
chased of the Indians. ‘The fields, gardens, public squares, and even 
the streets of Jamestown, were planted with tobacco, and this becoming 
an article of universal desire, it became, to a great extent, the circulating 
medium of the colony. - Not only private debts, but salaries and officers’ 
fees were paid in tobacco; and the statute-book, to this day, rarely men- 
tions the payment of money, that it does not add, as an equivalent, ‘or 
tobacco.’ ” 

Now you will perceive from this, that it is probable that the seeds of 
this plant may have lain dormant for more than two hundred years. 
This wall, with which these seeds were buried, was on a portion of the 
farm that had been cultivated by past generations, and had not been dis- 
covered up to this time. Is it not possible that they may have lain bu- 
ried from the first settlement of this part of the State ? 

I send this to you, Messrs. Editors, as an illustration or verification of 
an interesting physiological fact. “It is not sufficient that the organi- 
zable material be perfect ; the influence of certain external agents are 
requisite to call into action the peculiar properties of the organized struc- 
ture, viz., heat, light, moisture, electricity,” &&¢.—Philadelphia Medical 
Examiner. 


THE SOUTHERN EPIDEMIC—IS IT YELLOW FEVER? 


_ [Tue following is translated from a French paper published in St. Charles, 


La. It is interesting, as showing the opinion entertained of the yellow 
fever—both as to its nature and treatment—in one of the places where 
it has so fatally prevailed the present season.—Eb.] 


The epidemic, instead of diminishing, increases. It appears, however, 
to have reached the height of its intensity, so we hope it will shortly de- 
crease. In every house and family it has attacked, it has seized all in- 
discriminately ; the master and the slave, the old and young, alike have 
fallen its victims. Moreover, members of the same family, living several 
miles distant from each other, have been simultaneously stricken down, 
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before the scourge had burst upon the dwellings that separated them, } 
At present, were we asked—Is it the yellow fever which thus decimates 
the country? we should reply, with full proof, No! The prevailing 
epidemic is not yellow fever. We must admit it is a disease as fatal as 
the yellow fever, or the black vomit, but, we again repeat, it is neither 
one nor the other. Such at least is the opinion of several of our most 
able physicians, as well as my own, after having experienced an attack 
from the destroyer, and watched its course with our friends C. and M, 
The epidemic is a bilious fever. which (often in a few hours) degene- 
rates into putrid fever. Then the fever leaves the sufferer, the body | 
mortifies, unexpected emesis of putrid matter follows, and death ensues, 5 
In consequence of the rain which has fallen for several days together, 
with the unseasonable repairs now making in our highways, the roads in 
St. Charles Parish are perfect bogs, two or three horses being required to 
drag a vehicle but for a few miles, and at the slowest pace. Our physi- 
cians who are called from one end of the Parish to the other, cannot at- 
tend to their patients, their horses being all worn out. Drs. Lestrade 
and Lachamp tell me they have not Jaid down for some days; that often 
fifteen or twenty hours elapse, after being summoned, before they can 
visit the patient, notwithstanding all their exertions. Such delays almost 
always prove fatal to the sick person in this epidemic. We therefore 
think it necessary, for the benefit of those at a distance who cannot ob- 
tain immediate medical assistance, to recommend the following mode of 
treatment, which has proved the most successful in this neighborhood, 
As soon as the sick person feels headache, pains in the loins, stiff neck, 
heaviness in the stomach, feverish more or less, take a wineglassful of 
the following mixture :—Peruvian bark, two large spoonsful ; camphor 
in powder, a pinch ; sulphuric ether, ten drops ; infused in a quart of boil- 
ing water; to be used when cold ; after which take five grains of calo- 
mel every two hours if the fever is but slight, and every hour if the fever 
is high, until twenty-five grains of calomel have been taken. An equal 
weight of quinine may be taken with each dose of the calomel. One 
hour after the last dose administer a strong purgative of castor oil, taking — 
every two hours after a small glass of the infusion of bark ; frequent , 
frictions to be made on the loins, stomach, abdomen, temples, and nape 
of the neck, with the following embrocation, viz.:—A spoonful of Pe- 
ruvian bark in powder, to a cup of camphorated spirits. Enemas of lin- 
seed tea, with a spoonful of olive oil and a pinch of powdered camphor, 
should be frequently exhibited ; and if colic occurs, emollient poultices 
to the abdomen. If the fever does not yield at the end of some hours, 
and the headache continues, blisters on the back of the neck, pit of the 5 
stomach, and inside of the thighs, according to the severity of the case, 
should be applied. ‘The next day pursue the same treatment, diminish- 
ing the calomel to twelve grains, and omitting the quinine ; the infu- 
sion of bark and frictions, as before, and the purgatives until frequent 
and abundant stools are produced. During convalescence, hot salt wa- 
ter baths should be used, and we recommend the mastication of small 
doses of camphor several times in the day. 
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THE MEDICAL PROFESSION IN THE WEST. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—Sickness and professional duties have prevented my writing you 
before, as Was my intention ; and even now I have been obliged to write 
with more haste and with less care than I could wish. 

For my own convenience, I shall in this article apply the term physi- 
cian to regular practitioners, doctor, to quacks of every description, and 

ractitioner to all indiscriminately. The facts which I shall present, are 
applicable principally to this and other towns in northern Illinois. 

Every town of my acquaintance is plentifully supplied with practi- 
tioners, there being, in all, at least one third, and in many, more than double 
the number found in eastern towns of similar size. Ottawa, with a popula- 
tion of about 4U00 inhabitants, has twenty practitioners—five only being 
physicians—the rest of all grades, from the regular quack and popular 
homeeopath, to the old-fashioned steamer ; nearly every system of error, 
now in vogue, having its representative here. 

The country is less abundantly supplied ; but even there it is rare to 
find a location not already occupied by either a physician or a quack. 
Many embryo towns are, however, increasing with astonishing rapidity, 
and if one had patience to take a position and wait for a few years, he 
would find a population growing up around him, which would ultimately 
afford him a good practice. ‘Those few, possessing merit, who do this, 
succeed well, and attain a degree of wealth and influence which seldom 
rewards the physician in town. 

We have, 1 presume, in the West, some as good physicians as are 
found anywhere, but a large majority of the practitioners are, as I said 
before, quacks. Some of the worst of this class are those who profess 
to be physicians, yet who refuse to be governed by any code of medical 
ethics, or to associate themselves with others for mutual improvement or 
pleasure. ‘They also, generally, have some other quackish propensities, 
and do not hesitate to take any undue advantage possible, of those whom 
they know will not stoop to retaliate upon them. We cannot, however, 
treat them with that cordiality of feeling which we otherwise would ; 
and for myself I do not hesitate, whenever I find it necessary to speak 
of them at all, to stigmagze them boldly as quacks, and to express m 
contempt for them, for 1 do most heartily despise quackery of every kind, 

The community here having been so often imposed upon, have but 
little confidence in qny physician; and the consequence is, that we do 
not command that respect which is due the profession, or which it re- 
ceives at the East; and besides, it is very rare that we retain an individual 
or family more than two years. Said one of our best and most successful 
physicians to me this evening—“ I find, this year, that two thirds of the 
names on my books are new ones—persons with whom 1] have been ac- 
quainted, but who have now employed me for the first time””—and 1 
think that this will be found to have been the experience of all here. 

The multiplicity and variety of quacks, the feeling of the community 
in regard to physicians, and the slight hold which we have upon our pa- 
trons (?), make the practice of medicine very unpleasant in the West, 
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and we often feel almost ready to abandon it entirely to the unprinci- 
pled and the votaries of error. Still we can but hope, that within a few 
years there will be a change for the better (worse it hardly could be), in 
these particulars. 

We are availing ourselves of the benefits of association, and town and 
county medical societies are becoming quite numerous. We have also 
a State Society, which, although young. gives promise of much useful. 
ness; and it commands, as it deserves, the confidence of physicians 
throughout the State. Yours, &c. 

Ottawa, Ill., Oct. 12, 1853. J. O. Harris, M.D, 


SUPPOSED CASE OF POISONING WITH COBALT. 


{Communicated for the Boston Medica] and Surgical Journal.] 


In the month of October, 1852, 1 was called, at about 4 o’clock, P.M,, 
to visit the child of ————, about 2 years old, said to be poisoned by 
drinking a quantity of fly poison (cobalt), prepared as usual for the ex- 
termination of flies. ‘The quantity taken was probably about a gill. | 
have often seen cobalt, and from works on chemistry, learned something 
of its physical properties and its native combinations with nickel, arsenic, 
iron, copper, &c.; but of its physiological effects on man, | knew, and | 
must confess I stil] know, nothing. My impression was, that it owed its 
noxious properties to the arsenic with which it was impregnated, as will 
be apparent from the treatment. But arsenic prepared in like manner 
is not equally efficient for the destruction of flies. 

The potion had been swallowed from two to three hours; a sufficient 
time for the development of any local or constitutional effects which it 
might be capable of producing. . 

I found the patient pale and prostrated, with a small, sharp, quick ~ 

ulse ; had vomited moderately, and with evident pain in the epigastrium. 
tt was also a little inclined to be stupid or comatose, and the extremi- 
~ were cold. ‘The pupils were dilated, and but moderately affected by 
ignt. 

* Treatment.—Gave an emetic of sulph. zinc. I should say 3}. or 
more, followed in a shért time by copious drav@hts of warm water, and 
tickling the fauces with a feather before the stomach could be made to 
act with sufficient energy. In this manner the stomach was most tho- 
roughly emptied of its contents and rinsed out. . 

I then administered quite freely the hydrated sesquioxide of iron, as 
recommended for poisoning with arsenic; also albumen mixed with su- 
gar; and occasionally, during the night, a little alcoholic stimulus, as 
symptoms of considerable prostration required. The extremities were 
_kept warm by means of sinapisms, &c. 

The violent symptoms gradually abated during the night, and the 
morning found the patient well nigh restored. 

1 wish, in view of the above, respectfully to propose the following 
questions to my brethren in the profession, anxiously desiring any informa- 
tion they may be able to communicate respecting the article in question, 
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as the pony | to poisoning by it (if it be a poison) is very great, from its 
general use for destroying flies. 

Ist. Is cobalt a poison? and if so, 

2d. What are the characteristic symptoms ? 

3d. What is known of the treatment ? 
Rush, N. Y., Oct. 10, 1853. C. B. GaLentine. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE—LETTER FROM PARIS. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—In taking my pen to-day, I feel somewhat at a loss to know what 
to write, as there is so much worthy of record that it is difficult to make 
a selection of the passing medical events. However, I will give youa 
few items that may not be without interest. 

I have not seen ether administered since I have been in Paris. Chlo- 
roform is used by nearly all the surgeons at the hospitals, if the state of 
the patient does not contra-indicate its use, and if the operation is of any 
importance. But very few accidents result from it, which must be at- 
tributed in part to the purity of the article used, and to the judicious 
precaution with which it is administered. It is very seldom given un- 
less the patient is in an inclined position, with the chest freely exposed, 
and then upon a sponge, so that there can be no mistake in diluting the 
vapor sufficiently. However, M. Guersant, at the Hépital des Enfans, 
uses an inhaler in administering it to children. 

Among the means used to resuscitate patients upon whom the chloro- 
form has had an unhappy effect, I would mention two or three that have 


» come under my. observation. At Hépital du Midi, M. Ricord makes 
, use of artificial respiration, as inflating the lungs by breathing iato the 


mouth of the asphyxiated patient. Yet he places more reliance u 

plunging the finger down upon the epiglottis in order to elevate it. For, 
as he maintains, it becomes paralyzed, and falling upon the opening of 
the larynx closes it up, thus preventing the ingress of air and producing 
asphyxia. A few days since, M. Maisonneuve, at Hépital Cochin, ad- 
ministered chloroform to a man suffering from tetanus—the result of an 
injury upon the face. He had tried various remedies, but to no pur- 
pose, and finally decided to try the chloroform. He gave it with all ne- 
cessary precaution, and continued its use for a little time, as it operated 


- favorably upon the muscular contractions of the patient. _ But a mo- 


ment came which filled the bystanders with terror—as the patient’s face 
became livid, with an entire suspension of the respiration, showing that. 
he was completely asphyxiated. M. Maisonneuve, with his accustomed 
coolness, called for a bistoury, and in a moment, with two strokes of the. 
knife, opened the trachea, and respiration returned. But although the 
patient recovered from the effects of the chloroform and of the opera- 
tion of tracheotomy, yet he died in a few hours. It was thought, upon 
an examination after death, that the operation was not the cause of his 
death ultimately, as but little blood was found infiltrated in the lungs. 

At the Académie des Sciences there have been recently some very 
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interesting papers presented upon the anesthetic effects of chloroform, 
and the best mode of administration. But among them, is one by M, 
Jobert (de Lambelle), the distinguished surgeon at Hotel Dieu, giving 
some experiments made by him upon dogs, cats and rabbits, with elec. 
tricity, to show its power to re-animate the system from the effects of 
chloroform. These experiments have been highly interesting, and per. 
formed with great care, and in a variety of ways, in order to note every 
change that took place while inhaling this agent, and, in fact, as long as 
its effects remained upon the system, together with all the phenomena 
produced by the electric shock. ‘The animals have been submitted to 
chloroform alone, without any mixture of air, and also with the atmos. , 
phere in more or less quantities, to illustrate the rapidity of its effects, as 
well as the gradual anesthesia, and also what functions of the body are 
most susceptible to its influence. By these experiments, it would seem 
that the nervous system is first to succumb, which causes the sensj- 
bility of the skin and mucous surfaces to disappear ; then muscular con- 
tractions begin to cease, but irregularly—those of the muscles before 
the diaphragm and ribs—with the respiration relaxed and intermittent ; 
then an alteration takes place in the circulation—the beats of the heart 
being at first increased, then diminished, till there is final cessation—after 
which, at times, some evacuations take place. Such is the phenomenon 
upon the system, as presented in these experiments; and it is but re- 
versed in the manifestation of returning life. It is also shown, that when 
the heart has ceased to beat for several moments, it is useless to seek to 
recall life, which is no more ; although some irregular contractions of the 
muscles can be made, as is done when they are separated from the 
body ; but it is equally true that when there are some contractions of 
the central organ, however inappreciable, they are susceptible of being) 
increased by an energetic excitant, such as electricity. © % 
M. Jobert applied the electricity in three ways :—First, by the excited 9 
sponges to the surface of the body ; second, by application to the buccal 
and rectal membranes ; and, finally, by the electro-puncture—the latter 
being the most active in extreme cases. I believe it is an established 
fact, that the blood in anesthetic patients undergoes no change, in its 
color or nature, so long as the circulation and respiration are not inter- 
rupted ; hence the necessity of being guided by the action of the cen- 
tral organ, the heart, in the administration of anesthetic agents, for_res- i 


piration may be suspended and death not take place. Not so with the | 
circulatory apparatus. And it would appear from these experiments, | | 
that as the nervous system is the first to respond to the influence of 
chloroform, so electricity is a most powerful agent to reanimate that sys- } 
tem when it has been lulled into repose by the soft zephyrs of that mys- 
terious agent. 

Erysipelas, of the phlegmoid type, prévails with much violence at this 
time in some of the surgical wards of the hospitals. Nearly every pa- 
tient upon whom an operation is performed, is attacked, and in some 
cases it renders the operation abortive, especially if of the rhinoplastic 
character. 

At the Académie de Médecine, there have been some animated dis- 
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cussions upon a variety of subjects. M. Piorry, in a report upon a me- 
moir by Dr. Lecadre of Havre, upon intercostal neuralgia, took occasion, 
before a full Academy, to deny the whole doctrine of rheumatism. That 
is, that in this disease, there is no special disposition of certain organs to 
be impressed in a certain manner by the influence of atmospheric causes. 
The diathesis generally recognized as rheumatismal, when a patt or all 
of the muscular system, or of the fibrous, becomes congestive and pain- 
ful, and which changes from one muscle to another, or from one articu- 
jation to another, and perhaps attacking the fibrous tissue of the heart— 
3 all this grand pathological scene, which has been the subject of study 
and meditation for ages by physicians of the highest rank, M. Piorry 
would wish to overturn, and have rheumatism known as a pathic lo- 
cale, that may be limited and circumscribed, to one muscle or to one ar- 
! ticulation, independent of any specific cause, whether atmospheric or 
diasthetic. M. Piorry rested his negation upon a series of cases where 
some anatomic alterations of the uterus, testicles, kidneys and other or- 
gans, had been taken and treated as rheumatism. As you will see, this 
proves nothing, save some errors in diagnosis. The replies to this theory 
were of course strong and urgent, in true allopathic doses. 

M. Carnot, in the Academy on the 13th inst., went into an elaborate 
calculation, from a variety of statistics, to prove that the mortality is 
displaced ; that in the last century more children died than adults, while 
at present it is reversed—more adults die than children; and that the 
cause of this change was vaccination, which preserves children from 
llpox and death, and prepares them at a more advanced age to 
righ with typhoid fever or phthisis. Such is the theory of M. Carnot, 
which, notwithstanding his arithmetic, has as yet made but very few 
roselytes in the corps médicale Francais. 
' M. Danger gave, also, an interesting memoir upon the employment of 

iodine by inhalation, ‘This isa practice which has been in vogue for 
many years. ‘The substance of this paper is, that the iodine should be 
inhaled pure, in a dry and pure air, by deep inspirations, so that the 
breathing may not be fatigued, and the vapor may act directly upon the 
whole surface of the air-cells. In a quarter of an hour, as a calming 
means, pure’ air, with humidity, should be respired by the patient. 

The medical commission, appointed by the Academy, to the Scientific 
Coligess at Amiens, reported, at a late sitting of this body, some results 
of th@ir deliberations ; and among them they had come to the conclu- 
sion, after much discussion, that the long-mooted question of the conta- 
‘ giousness of cholera must be decided in the affirmative. Where are the 
non-contagionists? Here’s a morceau for their digestion. Another ques- 
tion which the commission took into consideration, was, the best treat- 
ment of typhoid fever; and they settled down upon that of M. Leroy 
(de Béthu), which consists in the employment, in the commencement, 
of general and local bloodletting, cold drinks and lavements, with cooling 
applications to the abdomen. Such seemed to be the therapeutic basis. 
of typhoid fever. In judging upon this practical question, the section 
have taken the ground—that this fever is a phlegmasie, not a pyrexie ; 
that it is an inflammation of the mucous follicles of the intestines ; that 
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it is neither the putrid fever of the ancients nor the adynamic fever of 
Pinel. At present, typhoid fever is quite prevalent in the hospitals of 
Paris, and of rather a severe type. The treatment is various. Some 
bleed, others adopt the purging and vomiting plan, while others exercise 
“a masterly inactivity,” and give nothing. 

Some interesting experiments have been instituted in Russia, relative 
to the influence of iron as a preservative against cholera. It is noticed 
that persons living in districts where iron is produced, appear to be more 
exempt from attacks of cholera, than those who live elsewhere. And 
another fact has been noted, that among artisans, the deaths of those 
who worked upon iron, in its various forms, were in the proportion of six 
to one hundred ; while among those mechanics who labored upon other 
materials, the deaths were in the proportion of fifteen to the hundred, 

M. Malgaigne, at St. Louis, last week, made another trial of the per. 
chloride of iron, in a case of aneurismal tumor. He injected four drops, 
but it was not successful in coagulating the blood. But this preparation 
has been used, of late, at the Hospital St. Antoine, upon patients afflicted 
with varicose veins of the legs. It has been tried upon three cases, and 
with perfect success. The limb is ligated above and below the enlarged 
veins, in the same manner as the arm is ligated for venesection. Then 
the per-chloride is injected through a small canula, into the distended 
veins. The result is, that thé blood coagulates immediately, and the 
vein in due time becomes completely obliterated. If this method proves 
lasting in its good effects, it will certainly simplify this operation very 
much ; and I see no reason why it should not be as enduring as, 
other. 

Ihave been much interested in the results of the treatment of 
rine deviations by M. Valleix ; and I am fully convinced, from obser 
tions upon his patients, that the use of the intra-uterine redresser pro- 
mises better results than has been obtained by any other method, in these 
unhappy complaints. Although he has written somewhat upon the use of 
the instrument, yet in the Union Médicale of Sept. 6th, he has publish- 
ed a note, in response to some questions raised against the redresser, which 
I will translate, as it will be better appreciated than a mere synopsis. 
He says :— 

“ With all those who have followed with attention the treatment 
uterine deviations by the intra-uterine redresser, the efficacy of thiggffie- 
thod, not in all cases, but in a very large majority (for no one, in fect, 
has pretended to cure all), is placed beyond a doubt. However, there 
are some physicians who are still unwilling to put it into use, and who 
raise some objections—the value of which, it is important to examine. 
They also censure this treatment, because there have been some acci- 
dents, whose extent has been considerably exaggerated ; and it is upon 
this point that 1 wish more particularly to dwell in this article. 

And first, 1 will expose some of its inconveniences, even when it is rightly 
applied ; for there should not be attributed to the instrument accidents 
which result from the inexperience and imprudence of the surgeon ; 
then | will appreciate these inconveniences at their just value ; and finally, 
I will indicate the means to prevent and arrest the progress of any acci- 
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dents that may be produced, and will terminate by a concise and gene- 
ral appreciation of this treatment, the value of which, | repeat, is not 
well known, only by those who have, during a certain time, followed its 
progress and results upon several patients. 

Accidents that the Treatment can produce.—When it was announced, 
for the first time, that uterine deviations could be treated by the intro- 
duction of an instrument into the cavity of the uterus, some very grave 
apprehensions arose in the minds of physicians ; and Dr. Simpson him- 
self has informed us, that the first time he applied his instrument, he 
visited his patient every half hour, ready to remove it if it was found neces- 
sary. But he was not long in dissipating all doubts, and of becoming 
bold in its use. Experience, in effect, proves that the redresser, well 
placed, and righty guarded, has no inconvenience in a very large ma- 
jority of cases. But it is true, that ina small number of cases, this treat- 
ment determines some symptoms which call for the intervention of art. 
First, there are those resulting from metritis. The inflammation of the 
aterus is almost always light; one simple application of leeches, com- 
bined with repose, is sufficient to dissipate it. In some cases it is neces- 
sary to treat a little more actively, and join morphine by the endermic 
method to the preceding means. 

Once | have seen the inflammation of the uterus communicate to the 
surrounding peritoneum, as it sometimes does in spontaneous métrite, 
and determine a partial péritonite very limited, but which yielded to 
the ordinary means, and the cure of the deviation, notwithstanding the 
accident, has been complete, and dates back nearly two years. 

Then inflammation du tissu cellulaire peri-uterine occurs. I pro 
to give hereafter, in this Journal, the history of this inflammation, which 
has not, as yet, been very well described. 1 content myself to say here, 
that it does not show itself oftener during this treatment, than in many 
other circumstances, and that it does not happen during the sojourn of 
the instrument, but at the first appearance of the menses which follow its 
removal. ‘This inflammation terminates, in a vast majority of cases, by 
resolution ; but it can terminate by an opening, or a purulent foyer into 
the vagina, as takes: place in cases of inflammation peri-uterine, which 
is produced under a variety of circumstances, and is much more frequent 
than is commonly believed. } 

We observe still, as I have already said, some menorrhagies—rarely 
of the veritable metrorrhagies. ‘These losses of blood have no importance ; 
they are arrested spontaneously, or, if it is necessary, some simple appli- 
cation will suffice for their cessation. ‘They produce no obstacle to the 
success of the treatment, and we have seen that even several physicians 
think they are useful, but I should not share in this opinion. 

Finally, there may be some attacks of hysteria and some passing febrile 
exacerbations, which can embarrass and retard the treatment, but which 
have no real importance. The attacks of hysteria alone, when they are 
very violent, have some inconvenience, because they may lead us to fear 
that the patients, in their convulsions, may wound themselves with the in- 
strument. It is recommended, therefore, to remove it when these at- 


tacks appear. 
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Appreciation of such Accidents.—Some physicians have manifested 


so great fear from these accidents, that they have been led to renounce 
a treatment highly efficacious. It is certain, that if we seek a method of 
treatment which may not have the least inconvenience, we shall not pro- 
bably find one which can remedy these cruel diseases. We cannot, 
in effect, employ any surgical means upon an organ, without, at times, 
the result of accidents similar to those I have mertioned. The whole 
question, then, reduces itself—Ist, To determine if the treatment is effi- 
cacious ; 2d, If the state of the patient is such that the treatment ought 
to be applied; and, 3d, If wecan replace it by any other. 

The facts which I have published, speak so highly in favor of this 
treatment, that it is needless for me to insist at any length upon the first 
point, for | shall return to it hereafter, in a general appreciation of the princi- 
pal means that I have put into use. As to the state of the patient, all 
practitioners know very well how desponding it is. ‘The poor patients 
are reduced to inactivity and misery. Some have all their functions de- 
ranged ; they cannot live an ordinary or agreeable life ; they are afflicted 
often with severe pains; the most part have been sterile from the first, or 
have become so; all have lost,in whole or in part, their strength, their 
plumpness, and serenity of mind. Is it not, then, a very serious affec- 
tion? and ought we not to seek for some method of cure? These ques- 
tions are of the utmost importance to practitioners, who are so often vexed 
by this interminable affection, for which skill finds it difficult to bring an 
efficacious remedy. 

But are there any other useful means? [ cannot here investigate tho- 
roughly other modes of treatment; for I have not statistics upon that 
point. 1 believe, however, that several practitioners have produced some 
cures, and very many patients have been relieved ; but what I have said 
elsewhere will be remembered, without doubt—and that is, that in some 
particular cases which have come to my knowledge, some passing relief 
Rie been obtained ; but that soon the affection recommences, especially 
if the patients return to their ordinary habits of life. Now, any means 
which act only upon the condition that the patients are young, and 
that they will take almost absolute repose or deprive themselves of all the 
activities of life, can be regarded only as feeble palliatives. Let us add 
that among the means which now exist, such as pessaries, supporters, in a 
word, all the instruments having an action upon the uterus, there is found, 
as with the redresser,a great part of the inconveniences that I have 
signalized above. Moreover, to refuse oneself the reward of a probable 
cure—to produce, in some cases, a few accidents, almost always light, 
and for which a remedy is easily found—or to abandon these patients to 
themselves, attacked with painful diseases, generally progressive, and 
which condemns them to inaction, and often to misery—or finally, to 
have recourse to those means only which are considered as palliative— 
seem to be the alternatives placed before the physician. I do not be- 
lieve the most prudent practitioner would hesitate, if he would look at the 
matter in its just light, and take those precautions which will so easily 
enable him to avoid the accidents he so much dreads. One fact 
alone will make us better understand upon how little these fears are 
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based, a priori, relatively to these accidents. ‘Those who manifest the 
most sensitiveness have not seen this treatment applied, or have been 
witnesses only to some isolated cases, upon which they have risked an 
erroneous opinion. Besides, if they have seen inflammation supervene 
in a case, they have not considered that as the exception to the rule; 
or if there has been a slight menorrhagia, they have not thought it a ne- 
cessary result of the treatment ; finally, if they have found a woman 
who has not been cured, they regard the treatment as useless, without 
reflecting that no person has pretended that there have never been some 
cases rebellious to the treatment ; and without informing themselves whe- 
ther there have been other women, in great numbers, and in analogous 
conditions, who have recovered with perfect health. 

Physicians, on the contrary, who have followed the treatment with per- 
severance, or have employed it in a variety of cases, have been convinced 
of its general excellence and utility ; and many, who have not employed 
it themselves, have decided to make a trial of it after the results obtained. 

I have no need, perhaps, to say that Kiwisch, MM. Simpson, Rigby, 
Smith, Cunning, Meyer of Berlin, have adopted it; that in Paris, MM. 
Maisonneuve and Richet are every day reaping excellent results; that 
at Montpellier, M. Bronssonnet, who has followed my clinique, has put it 
into use with much success; that M. Lediberder, at Lorient, has had 
recourse to it in twenty-six cases, and he writes me that the results are 
cheering, and that M. Piachand, of Geneva, has obtained the same 
happy effects ; also that I am able to cite other distinguished physicians, 
who in their zeal to test the measure, have not yielded to any obstacles. 
Now, how is it to be explained, that all these physicians, as we have 
seen, should have adopted a parallel treatment, if it had not appeared to 
them at once efficacious, and as exempt from danger as can be any sur- 
gical treatment whatever ? 

Means of preventing Accidents and arresting their Progress.—But 
as we have seen, some accidents, although rare, can be produced, and it 
is important to know what are the circumstances under which they take 
place, how to avoid them, and what are the means we ought to employ. 
The above will sufficiently indicate the following propositions :— 

1. Before commencing any mechanical treatment, it is necessary to 
ascertain whether there are any notable signs of inflammation. If there 
are, they should be combated by bloodletting, general and local, vesica- 
toires morphinés, repose, &c. It sometimes happens, where the in- 
flammation is acute, that upon its entire dissipation, the uterus re-takes 
its normal position. I have shown, at my clinique, several cases of this 
kind ; for I do not pretend, by any means, that it will always be neces- 
sary from the first to have recourse to the redresser. 1 doubt not there 
are physicians who believe they can cure these deviations by the means 
I have indicated, and yet have not seen cases of this kind, but have 
applied to deviations in general what they should in particular cases. 

2. It is necessary, as I have said, to habituate the uterus to the con- 
tact of instruments, by practising more or less frequently catheterism, 
without fear of devoting to it too much time. 


3. It is necessary to be very precise in the diagnosis, especially in 
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cases of flexion ; and for that it is better to make use of the sound, as 
I have indicated above, in taking the exact measure. Otherwise we 
may be ignorant of the seat of the flexion, and believe it a case of ver- 
sion; or implant the sound in the angle of the flexed uterus, and there- 
by run a chance of perforating that portion of the organ. This error, 
seemingly trifling, might make the patient suffer severely without produc- 
ing any essential relief. 

4. Before applying the redresser, we ought to place the uterus, with 
care, into its normal position, and efface the flexion. ‘Then, the staff of 
the redresser will penetrate with more facility, and not meet with any 
flexed angles of this body, thereby lessening the liability of causing an 
inflammation. 

5. We ought to recollect the length that it is necessary to give the 
staff, and, as I have indicated, always with care. In flexions it ought 
to exceed the point flexed neatly one half inch. 

6. If the uterus offers any very great resistance to the edveneee, if 
some dragging sensations result from this manceuvre, it is more than pro- 
bable that there are some adhesions or some affection peri-uterine. _ It is 
not necessary to persist in the introduction, because we might produce 
ruptures or abrasions, the consequences of which we well understand, 

7. It is necessary not to apply the instrument too near the time of 
menstruation ; for the uterus is then more disposed to inflammation, 
which is demonstrated by the spontaneous inflammation which supervenes 
ordinarily at this epoch. Also we should be liable to render the menses 
too abundant. 

8. If the uterus appears to possess a too great susceptibility, it is better 
not to leave the instrument intact only a few hours. But after the ute- 
rus becomes habituated, we can leave it several days. 

9. After having worn the instrument for a number of days without 
finding any inconvenience, women at times complain of a species of pain, 
although rather feeble. It is well in such cases to remove the instru- 
ment and immediately replace it. I have seen some observations in 
which the women have been forced to retain the instrument, notwith- 

' standing the pain, till the attendants were astonished to find that a mé- 
trite had already commenced. In other cases, on the contrary, they 
have committed an error by withdrawing it when it was only producing 
relief. 

10. When the menses supervene, it is better, and I ought to repeat it, 
to remove the instrument, notwithstanding the facts cited where it has 
been retained without inconvenience. This precaution may retard a 
_ the cure, but it will render it more certain. 

. Finally, if there supervenes a métrite, or inflammation peri-ute- 
Pap or a métrorrhagie, it is better to withdraw the instrument from its 
location, and combat these accidents by the means which I have already 
indicated. 

Such are the important precautions to be taken into consideration, in 
this method of treatment, and which will be better appreciated as they 
are better known. It results from what precedes, that the redressment 
of the uterus ought not to alarm a prudent practitioner ; and moreover, 
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n order to render it still more simple, and to avoid the inconveniences 
that migbt result from the introduction of the staff of the redresser into 
the uterus in hands but little experienced, I have simplified it by sup- 
pressing the staff, and making only the redressment by the sound com- 
bined with the use of the pessaire en caoutchouc a insufflation. But 
this method, as yet, has only been applied to those cases where the 
uterus is thrown down and backwards. And it is why I have wished to 
answer some of the objections to the redresseur a tige intra-uterine, the 
introduction of which is as yet necessary in deviations in front. 

General Appreciation of the Treatment.—I will not return here to the 
success obtained by this treatment. I wish only to remark that nearl 
all of the patients have been for many years in a state of deplorable 
health, and that most of them have been submitted to a very long 
course of treatment, that has been unfruitful in its results, although di- 


. rected by the most distinguished men. It is truly so, as I have cited 


some cases treated during several years by Lisfranc and Récamier, the 
Jatter having perfectly known the nature of the disease. Others have 
received care from physicians not less distinguished, and if they have not 
obtained a cure, it is that art was powerless. “As we have seen, in the 
presence of this want of success, more or less constant, many physicians, 
and among them those well versed in a knowledge of these complaints, 
have renounced all radical treatment, and contented themselves with pre- 
scribing some simple palliatives. ‘These facts speak for themselves, and 
it would be useless to insist upon the results that we have obtained, and 
upon those which have been cited by the physicians mentioned above. 
Let us now, in a general manner, see what are the means which have 
been employed. 

Treatment Anterior.—Some have made use of general and local 


-bloodletting, emollients, narcotics, preparations of tron, and a diversity of 


injections. ‘They have kept their patients in a state of repose more or less 
absolute ; and have made them wear supports. Several have taken medi- 
cine to combat engorgement, and which they have used under the name 
of solvents. Many have been cauterized for a long time in a variety of 
ways. Finally, there have been many who have made use of pessaries 
of divers forms and sizes. In certain cases where the nature of the 
malady had been unknown, they have been treated for dyspepsia, gas- 
tralgia, various forms of neuralgia, anemia ; and even, at times, the 
maladies took the aspect of other affections, giving the belief that phthisis, 
engorgement of the abdominal organs, and affections of the heart, had 
supervened—and against which, treatment had been directed. 
Nevertheless, I do not say that this diversity of treatment remained 
absolutely without results. It is, on the contrary, true that at certain 
epochs, some manifest amelioration declared itself, as I have already re- 
marked ; but whenever the patients betook themselves to their former 
habits, their affections were re-produced. I have already given the ex- 


- planation of this fact. The means which I have just indicated are fa- 


vorable in certain symptoms, often very severe; and moreover, when 
there is a certain degree of inflammation occasioned by fatigue, excesses, 
or an impoverishment of blood. Now, there ought necessarily to result 
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from the employment of those remedies a marked relief. But the cause 
of the evil persists, and its results are sure to follow. 

The patients we have had to treat were found, generally, in a condi- 
tion to render the results obtained.both evident and permanent. JI have 
treated some women who have been confided to me by my confreres, 
and who, notwithstanding the kind attentions received from them, could 
not even walk. After treatment they have been able to return to their 
occupations, and take long walks without inconvenience. These facts 
are conclusive. It suffices to mention them. 

I only add, that upon 117 cases which I have collected, I have ob- 
tained 78 radical cures ; that 14 times only has the treatment been com- 
pletely inefficacious ; and that in the other cases, although the treatment 
has been incomplete, yet it has procured a very notable amelioration, 
while the remainder are still under treatment. 

I do not doubt but there are physicians who employ the sarfe means, 
but do not obtain similar results: they may be less or more satisfactory. 
Perhaps they have been able to profit by some perfections, which I have 
not been able to obtain. It is even more than probable, that the propor- 
tion of success will always be on the increase, as instruments and the 
methods of application become better perfected. And even recently in 
this Journal, M. le Docteur Bonnafont, with whose genius and skill the 
whole world is acquainted, has found a happy modification in the staff in- 
tra-uterine ; which consists in preventing the escape of the staff, which 
takes place sometimes upon persons who are too active in their move- 
ments, and which, in a case we saw with this physician, produced an 
inflammation rather violent. But the accident had only the ordinary 
consequences, yet serious enough to cause the patient to renounce a 
treatment which alone could give her any hopes of cure.” 

Respectfully, A. B. H. . 

Paris, Sept. 28, 1823. 
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BOSTON, OCTOBER 26, 1853. 


Massachusetts Medical Society.— At the recent meeting of the Counsellors 
of the Massachusetts Medical Society, it was voted to subscribe for Braith- 
waite’s Retrospect, and distribute it among the members, instead of the 
annual publication of a volume. The price of the work is two dollars. 
Each member, therefore. will obtain this publication, with the other publica- 
tions of the Society, and the dinner if he chooses to attend it, for the same 
money that the ordinary subscribers have to pay for Braithwaite alone. 
The publication is to be distributed as soon as it is issued, free of cost to 
the members, but to those members of the Society only who have paid their 
dues, according to a list furnished by the Treasurer. Those, therefore, who 
do not receive it will understand the reason to be, either that their accounts 
are not settled with the Treasurer, or that their residence is not correctly 
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jven in the catalogue. Either error may be corrected by applying to the 
Pressurer or the Recording Secretary. Arrangements have been made 
with Messrs. Stringer & Townsend, the publishers of the American reprint, 
to commence with the next January number. It is to be hoped that this 
roject of distributing a periodical among the members of the society, for 
a long time contemplated, and earnestly wished for by many, will not be al- 
~ Jowed to fall through from negligence of the members to pay their dues. 
Nothing else is very likely to embarrass the plan. If the assessments are 
id, the Society will be able to continue the distribution of Braithwaite, 
and also to purchase the remainder of Copeland’s Dictionary when it is 
completed, unless the Society should become involved in some unforeseen 
expenditure. Of the nature of Braithwaite, nothing need be said to those 
who are familiar with it. There is perhaps no medical periodical, in an 
language, which contains more information of practical utility to the physi- 
cian snd surgeon than this; or by reading of which a person will be kept 
better informed in regard to the progress of the science. 


Cincinnati Medical Doings.—F rom various sources, accounts of the dis- 

ceful quarrels among the physicians of Cincinnati, reach-the East, some 
of which have already been given in the Journal. Unless greatly exagge- 
rated, the profession of the Queen City of the West are extremely given to 
belligerent demonstrations. It seems that the control of the Commercial 
Hospital, now in the hands of the Ohio Medical College, is the source of 
mach uneasiness, and the exciting cause of the notoriety given to their pub- 
lic proceedings of late. Hospitals are too often made the instrumentalities 
for individual advancement. Those at the West who are so fortunate as 
to be of the number of medical or surgical officers, have great influence, 
and consequently a growing private practice. Whether ability, learning or 
moral qualifications have any weight in securing the appointment to these 

sts of honor, remains for others to decide. In the New York Daily 
Times is a graphic description of the manner of conducting one of the 
meetings of the faculty of the city, in which the subject of the Hospital 
was discussed. The most bitter personalities were indulged in, and one or 
more personal collisions were with difficulty prevented. it is quite impossi- 
ble to conceal from the public such undignified scenes, which greatly injure 
the medical character of the country, and must operate unfavorably for the 
reputation of the Ohio Medical College and the faculty generally of the 
city of Cincinnati. 


Useful Instruments.—Specimens of a uterine speculum, manufactured 
by F. Haslam, No. 147 Washington street, have been left with us for exa- 
mination, which will compare favorably with those of a much higher cost. 
We advocate the encouragement of our own artisans, and medical gentle- 
men will ultimately find that it is economical to purchase home-made arti- 
cles. The instruments referred to seem to be unexceptionable, and their 
manufacture certainly deserves to be encouraged by those who are in the 
use of them.—Spermatorrheea rings, from the same establishment, have also 
been left for inspection. The demand for these last mentioned devices for 
curing a troublesome malady, quite astonishes those who make them. 


The Esculapian.—F or the present, Dr. Griswold, the able and industrious 
editor of the New York “ Esculapian,” has suspended the publication of 
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that popular periodical, ‘The brotherhood appreciate his manifold services 
and hope that circumstances may warrant a renewal of a labor which has 
tended to give him an enviable reputation, and which it is hoped has not 
been without good fruits in the community. 


Hunter on the Venerea! Disease.—Messrs. Blanchard & Lea have brought 
out another valuable work. Whoever has written on the venereal disease 
since the days of John Hunter, has invariably made reference to the instruc- 
tive labors of that remarkable man. As every practitioner is familiar with 
the volume, in its original form, it is not at all necessary to refer particu. 
larly to it. About as many comments have been made upon Hunter’s text, 
as on the plays of Shakspeare. Still, unadorned by the speculations or an- 
notations of modern authorship, the treatise by Mr. Hunter remains a splen- 
did monument of his critical research into the character and curability of 
the various forms of the venereal disease. The edition under consideration 
has the copious notes of Dr. Philip Ricord, the distinguished surgeon of the 
Hopital du Midi—a Baltimorean by birth; edited and enlarged by F. J. 
Bumstead, M.D. of N. York. It is an 8vo of 520 pages, with several litho- 
graphic plates. Dr. Bumstead’s preface gives a very correct idea of what 
may be expected in the work. He says—* The present volume is a transla- 
tion by the editor of M. Ricord’s annotations, and a re-print of the edition of 
Mr. George G. Babington, which was first published in 1837. It is hoped 
that the notes and additions by the editor will be found either to assist the 
reader in a correct understanding of the text, or to contribute additional in- 
formation on some of the important subjects herein treated of—and the in- 
dex which has been added will increase the usefulness of the work.” The 
notes and references interspersed throughout the book, add very much to 
the interest as well as the value of the new edition. 


Anatomy in New York.—It is disgraceful to tie intelligence of the peo- 
ple of the great State of New York, that the Legislature has not long ago 
legalized the study of human anatomy. Their surgeons and physicians, 
as well as their public medical institutions, add immensely to the wide- 
spread reputation of the Empire State; and yet the very men who conduct 
these institutions are liable to imprisonment and fines for qualifying medi- 
cal students to take charge of the sick and the dying. How absurd that 
the whims and prejudices of a few ignoramuses in the Legislature should 
control the good sense and the progressive efforts of all the rest. Dr. Dra- 
per’s introductory lecture, last week, at the University medical school, was 
a grand argument in favor of making legal provision for the medical schools, 
as Massachusetts did years ago. Several quotations were marked in this 
excellent lecture, which is published in the New York Daily Times, but we 
have not space to insert them. 


Mal-practice.— \ fresh disposition to prosecute physicians for alleged mal- 
practice is manifest in Massachusetts. It is becoming a hazardous enter- 
prise to give surgical assistance in this ancient Commonwealth. It is even 
worse, in some respects, than in western New York or Vermont, where 
elaims for damages in such cases have been carried to an enormous extent 
in past times. 


* 


= 
= 
x 
: 
. 
: 
: 
2 
é 
C= 
— 


Medical Intelligence. 271 


Dr. Alden’s Address.—Many of our readers will be glad to learn that the 
Address by Dr. Alden before the Norfolk District Medical Society, which 
was concluded in last week’s Journal, has been put into a pamphlet form, 
and with a list of members and an index will be published in a few days. 


Albany Hospital.— The spacious building recently purchased by the 
Governors for a permanent hospital, is now undergoing alterations, and 
will soon be ready for the reception of patients. The location is central 
and airy, and the internal arrangements, we understand, are to be excellent. 
Nearly fifty thousand dollars have already been subscribed by our citizens, 
and efforts are now being made to increase the amount, so as to enable the 
Governors to finish and furnish the entire edifice. The expenses thus in- 
curred are necessarily very large, and the sum that will remain for invest- 
ment will be insufficient to support the institution.” 

We copy the above from an Albany paper. There are so many persons 
of known benevolence in that city, that a sufficient amount. will no doubt 
be raised to place the hospital above want. 


Medical Miscellany.—The cholera in a few places in England, and at 
Benares in India, is exceedingly fatal, although very little is said of either 
in the papers.—The vacancy in the surgical staff of Guy’s Hospital, conse- 
quent upon the death of Mr. Bransby Cooper, is filled by the appointment 
of Mr. John Birkett as surgeon, and Mr. Thomas Callaway as assistant 
surgeon.—The New York Hospital has 360 beds, of which 250 are devoted 
to surgical cases, most of them of recent occurrence. Bellevue Hospital 
has 630 beds. There are now 447 patients in the Hospital—238 medical, 
173 surgical, and the remainder are in the lying-in department. Besides 
these, there are 150 convalescents on the premises.—Dr. C. E. Isaacs has 
resigned his situation as Demonstrator of Anatomy in the College of Phy- 
sicians and Surgeons, and accepts the same post in Fourteenth street.—On 

ood authority it is stated there are four hundred dentists in the State of 
New York. Over one hundred of the number practise in the city of New 
York. Boston has a large number, and many of them have no superiors. 
Statistics, just published, show that 32,000 children are born in Paris in a 
year, and that exactly one third of them are illegitimate. 


To CorrEspon pENTS.—The article on Defective Vision, acknowledged last week, is not suita- 
bly prepared for publication; neither can the meaning of the author, in consequence of the illegi- 


bility of his hand-writiug, and the complex structure of his senteuces, be sufficiently ascertained to 
enable us to prepare it. 


Marrrep,—At New York, 18th inst. J. F. Whittle, M.D., to Miss Amanda Roby, beth of 
Nashua, N. H. 


Diep,—On a home-bound voyage, Dr. Edmund Du Burry, late Fleet-surgeon of the United 
States Squadron in the East Indies. i on 


Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday noon, Oct, 22, 64. Males, 34—females, 30 
Abscess, 1—accident, 2—inflammation of the brain, |—disease of the brain, 2—eonsumption, 13— 
eonvulsions, 5—eroup, 4—dysentery, 4—dropsy in the head, 3—drowned, |—debility, |—infantile 
diseases, 6—puerperal, 1—fever, 1—typhoid fever, 2—intemperance, !—inflammation of the lungs, 
2—measles, l—old age, 1—rheumatism, 1—scrofula, 1—suicide, 1—teething, 
unknown, 1. 

Under 5 years, 28—between 5 and 20 years, 13—between 20 and 40 years, 13—between 40 and 
60 years, 8—above 60 years,2. Bornin the United States, 43—Ireland, 19—British Provinces, 1 
—Sweden, 1. The above includes 5 deaths at the City Institutions. 


272 Medical Intelligence. 


Cold Water in the Reduction of Hernia.—By R. R. Gresnam, M.D., of 
Ebenezer, Miss.—The case was one of oblique inguinal, or scrotal hernia, 
in a male servant. On the 5th of June, at 4 o’clock, P.M., the obstruction 
occurred. I was called to see him the next day about 5 o’clock, A.M, 
When | arrived, I found the patient in the utmost pain and suffering. The 
hernial tumor was very large, and not disposed to yield to the usual reme. 
dies prescribed for the reduction of hernia. I gave him an anodyne, and 
left the following prescription: X. Wine Antimony, Tinct. Lobelia, a 3s, 
M. Take 43j. every half hour. Apply cloths dipped in warm water eve 
fifteen minutes, for the purpose of relaxing the muscular system. At 
o’clock I saw the patient again, but found no amelioration of the symptoms ; 
if anything, the sac was more tense, and the patient exhibited some inco- 
herency of mind. I began to think I should have to operate, but concluded, 
before resorting to this last measure, to try the effect of an emetic and the 
application of cold water to the scrotum. The following prescription was 
given: FX. Tart. emetic, gr. vi. Tinct. Lobelia, 3j. M. Give 3j. every 
fifteen minutes till free emesis occurs. This over, a gentle stream of cold 
water was let fall a distance of four or five fect on the tumor, while I ad- 
ministered, at intervals of half an hour, 4ss. of the mixture already men- 
tioned. The tumor began to recede under this treatment, and in the course 
of an hour and a half from the time the operation was commenced, the tu- 
mor was small enough to be grasped in my hand, and by gentle taxis re- 
turned to its proper place.— Western Jour. of Med. and Surg. 


Singular Development of an Artery of the Gums.—In the early part of 
June last, a lady, about forty-five years of age, applied to us to have the left 
superior lateral incisor extracted, the crown of which was nearly destroyed 
by caries, and the root so much funneled out as to preclude the use of it as 
a means of support for an artificial tooth. The separation of the gum from 
the posterior part of the neck of the tooth, was followed by a most extraor- 
dinary gush of arterial blood, which escaped by jets in a stream the size of 
acommon knitting needle. The application of pressure with the end of 
the finger on the gum and against the neck of the tooth and edge of the 
alveolus arrested the hemorrhage, but on removing it at the expiration of 
five minutes, the blood spirted as freely as at first. ‘The pressure was reap- 
= and continued for about thirty minutes, when it was again removed. 

his time, there was no recurrence of the hemorrhage, a coagulum having 
formed in the mouth of the wounded artery.—Amer. Journ. Dental Science. 


Health of the State of Virginia.—All the towns in Virginia have been 
remarkably healthy during the past season. The total number of deaths 
in Norfolk during the month of August was only 29. The mortality of 
Petersburg was still less. In Wheeling, the report of the board of health, 
(for they have such a body in Wheeling, although we cannot obtain one in 
the metropolis,) shows the number of deaths during August to have num- 
bered 43, 15 less than during the same period of the preceding year. 
Staunton, Fredericksburg and Charlottesville have been equally exempt from 
fatal disease.—Virg. Med. and Surg. Journal. | 


Proressor Mituneton, who, for many years filled the chair of chemistry 
at William and Mary College, n a highly satisfactory manner, has been 
elected professor of chemistry in the medical college at Memphis, and will 
remove to that city, instead of returning to Virginia, as was expected.—Jbid. 
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